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CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2021

5:00 – 6:00 PM



Agenda & Commissioner's Message

 Welcome

 Department of Public Health Commissioner Gifford

Vaccine Update 

Variant Status

 COVID-19 Case Rate Trends

 Sector Rule Changes Effective March 19th

 Mitigation

 Q&A Session
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3Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)



Presenter:

Benjamin Bechtolsheim

Director, Vaccination Program

Connecticut Department of Public Health

VACCINE



Vaccine

Key highlights:

 77% of 75+ vaccinated

 75% of 65+ vaccinated

 1.4 Million doses 

administered

 New daily record: 40,000 

doses administered on 

March 10
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Key updates:

 Accelerated roll-out: 45+ launch this Friday and 
general availability tentatively scheduled for 
April 5

 Stop & Shop launching with J&J this week across 
the State

 ct.gov/Covidvaccine has an improved vaccine 
locator tool

 Education & childcare on pace to wrap up at 
the end of this month



Coverage by age bracket



Presenters: 

Matt Cartter, MD

State Epidemiologist & Director of Infectious Diseases

Connecticut Department of Public Health

STATE OF CONNECTICUT: WEEKLY COVID-19 
TRENDS REPORT



Big Picture: Statewide Snapshot
March 1, 2020 – March 13, 2021

Total Cases

289,392

Total Hospitalizations

30,339

Hospital Census (2/24)

383

Total Deaths

7,761

3/7 - 3/13* 1,423

2/28 - 3/6 5,063

2/21 - 2/27 5,529

3/7 - 3/13* 321

2/28 - 3/6 592

2/21 - 2/27 586

3/7 - 3/13* 391

2/28 - 3/6 423

2/21 - 2/27 472

3/7 - 3/13* 19

2/28 - 3/6 59

2/21 - 2/27 75

Note: Prior to 5/29, CHA defined “COVID admissions” as suspected + confirmed; after 5/29, confirmed only

*Data for this week are incomplete

Cases New Admissions Hospital Census Deaths



Alert Categories,
by Town
February 21 – March 6, 
2021
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Town Alert 
Category

Percentage of 
CT Population

Red 77%

Orange 18%

Yellow 4%

Grey 2%
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Connecticut

• B.1.1.7 (UK): 174

• B.1.351 (South Africa): 6

SARS-CoV-2 Variants



Presenter:

Kyle Abercrombie, MPA

Director of Government Affairs

Department of Economic and Community Development 

SECTOR RULE CHANGES



DECD Updates
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DECD Updates
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Effective Friday,

March 19
➢ Gatherings

Type Capacity Limits

Private, Social and 

Recreational Gatherings 

at Commercial Venue

Indoor – Up to 50% 

capacity – Cap of 100 

people

Outdoor – Cap of 200 

people

Private, Social and 

Recreational Gatherings 

at Private Residences

Indoor – Cap of 25 

people

Outdoor – Cap of 100 

people
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Effective Friday,

March 19
➢ Gatherings

DECD Updates
Type Capacity Limits

Graduations

Fairs, Festivals, and 

Carnivals

Indoor – Up to 50% 

capacity – Cap of 100 

people

Outdoor – Limited by 

masks and social 

distancing.

Up to 50% of last year's 

capacity.

Outdoor Organized 

Gatherings that are Open 

to the Public (e.g. 

Fireworks, Concert in 

Municipal Park)

Cap of 500 people.

6 ft. of space blanket to 

blanket.

Event organizer 

responsible for 

compliance with 

guidance.



DECD Updates
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Presenter:

Tom St. Louis, MSPH

Epidemiologist

Connecticut Department of Public Health

MITIGATION STRATEGIES UPDATE



Changes and Constants

17



Questions & Answers

COVID19.DPH@ct.gov



THANK YOU!


